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The Fillmore County Historical Society Newsletter

How Ole Got His Granite Back

Could it be merely a coincidental quirk in the
languagthat the wds history and mystery rh
Might there be more to the matter than mee
ear?

Oftenit seems that historical resesdacts with a
simple question but meard®sn a mysterious
patha arrive at a complex ans\W#éno is buried
Gr ant 6Gne dunngayth’s summgtwo
gentlemen pulled into our museum parking
tombstone version of the riddle in rereas
i Ol e a bured vatieout bis tombstone?

Les Johnson and Jim Shafer rescued the 4
vaultedop retangular stone from being banis
the past. Aware of the isholy that the
tomistone had been uncovered in a ditch by
county highway crew many yedtsdrat
subsequently stashed out ofaigdtearbyarm
in Jordan Togmp, Les and Jim tiedt ishaild
be given a second life at our museum.

| climbed into the farm wagon to meet Ole fi
facé hisgray granite particulars, at least. W
transcription copied down, | headed to our
genealogal archives to research Ole. Solvir
mystery dring the course of seaags, |
contacted sevprople ia total divo states, fol
counties, arahe foreign country. It took a br
fvilagé t 0O | readiskaek to ilsmightful pl
Theadventureras coverdaya RochesteéPost
Bulletimeportewho dutifully took note of the
ensuing twistsandturn8 8sh e Ca s e
Tombstole t ook on a | i f.
wound up on page one!

Thedigesversion of trapry is that Ole got his
granite back. He andyhésestonegarted
companipllowing disintermehhis remairfiom
an lowa country churchyard. His wife who
years after hiwes buried elsewhened somefo
theirchildra wanted him interred besiokher
Gertrude A new stotfier the coupleas erected
that cemetery, with separate headstones. 1
original stone disappeared.

It was a happy day for us at the History Ce
be able treunite the tombsteeeenty years
laterwitht wo o f Ol e 6 escake it
back to lowaith the intention of once again
erecting it at the church cemetery. Althoug
longer rests in peace there, his tombstone
return fudircle

So how did a 5aombstone travel forty mil
northacross the state line to wirdhopedh
Fillmore County? Histord mystery bury sol
secretén thepast. Perhaps the rest of the s
will be unearthed one dagr the moment,
however, history is keepingrtyrsteryo hersel

Debra J. Richardson
Editor

NAAR KIRCKENS KLOKKEWA
When the church bells ring
OG JORDEN FALDER PAA
and the earth falls away
JEG MED EN DEILIG KRONE
| with a beautiful crown
SKAL FREM FRO HERREN GAA
shall go forth from the Lord

[Translation of Norwegian epitaph courtes
Caroline Mielse.]



The Fillmore County Historical Society proudly prese November-ZYecember 11, 200'

Christmas Trees
& Morel

The Fillmore County History Center will once again be hosting our annual holiday fundraiser.
The museum will be filled to overflowing with beautifully decorated trees and displays. In
conjunction, an amazing array of silent auction items will be donated to bid upon. A raffle is
being offered with the opportunity to win your choice of several wonderful prizes. Joan Wissing
will set up her feaudng a lplidaypdckdroffer individiiabodfamily group
portraits. Musical entertainment is also being planned. New this year will be extended visiting
hours on the first Saturday.

Event Hours: Hours for Holiday Photos:

Mondayi Friday: 9ampm{27 Nov; 30 Nov~4 Dec; 7 Dec~11 D¢ Saturdagi 28 Nov: 5pr@pm

Saturdaji 28 Nov: 9as@pm Sundayi 29 Nov: 1psipm

Saturdai 5 Dec: 9arpm Saturdafi 5 Dec: 1pmMpm

Sundayi 29 Nov & 6 Dedpm4pm Sundayi 6 Dec: 1lpAMpm
TheTrees!

Celebrating the spirit of the season, businesses and/or individuals will display Christmas exhibits featuring holiday
themes. We invite visitors to take a trip down Historic Holiday Lane to view and vote for their favorite tree or display.
Entries are judged by the total amount of cash donations placed in decorated containers next to each entry. Three
winners each will be chosen in individual and business categories. This year promises to bring new and exciting
themes including a flip side of holiday decorating by showcasing a unique twist on the traditional Christmas tree!

ltés free and fun to participate in this event. Con
decorated trees, wreaths, or di s @mdeaa)the muselimty reserderyeur spacd
or for further details on requirements. All displays must be in place by 4pm on November 20th. Pl ease

generously with monetary contributions as all proceeds benefit the Fillmore County History Center. Thank you!

The Silent Auction!

For the past several years running, the "Silent Auction" has proven to be an exceedingly popular part of "Christmas
Trees & More!". If you would like to donate items to this year's auction, please drop them off at the History Center
during regular business hours between Monday, November 16th and Thursday, November 26th. We extend a
warm word of thanks to everyone who is willing to donate. With gratitude we look forward to the generous support of
bidders. Committee chairwoman, Gloria Willford, encourages everyone to please consider participation in this event
in order to ensure another successful auction. All monies realized benefit the Fillmore County History Center in our
effort to preserve the history of our county.

The Raffle!

Three specially donated items are being offered to raffle off to lucky winners. 1. Child's Oliver pedal tractor donated
by Hammell Equipment. 2. Wooden quilt stand donated by SMP Red Hat Group. 3. Child's rocking chair donated
by an anonymous donor. Tickets will be sold at the museum during regular hours and are also available for
purchase by contacting raffle chairwoman Shirl Boelter or other FCHS board members prior to the drawing.
Donations are $1.00 per ticket. Raffle drawing takes place Dec. 11, 2009 at 4pm. Winners need not be present to
win but they MUST pick up items at the museum by Jan. 15, 2010.



Fillmore County Historical Society
Annual Membership Meeting

Saturdayd October 17, 20090 1pm
Fillmore County History Center
Fountain, MN

Y o wetcordially invited to attend and please bring along a friend!

The Fillmore County Historical Society will hold its annual meeting at the Fillmore County
History Center in Fountain on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 17th. The event kicks off at 1pm
with a special presentation by historian Mary Jo Dathe of Spring Valley. Mary Jo will bring an
informative slide show on the history of the iron ore mining industry in our area. Lunch follows,
with our annual business meeting and elections immediately afterward. The public is welcome
and invited to all events. Please plan to join us!

NOTE: Due to unforeseen personal circumstances, the presentation originally scheduled by Ken
Flies, Civil War historian, was cancelled just before we went to press. We hope Ken will be able
to reschedule at another time. We are extremely grateful to Mary Jo Dathe for graciously
offering to provide us with her presentation on an important topic of our local history.

Please see Election details on page five. i ———




Preston High School Football Team 1900

Acquisitions to Our Museun

Affeldt, Lyled [Wykoff MN] Selective draft WWI
photographs and local school memorabilia.

Dahl, Patd [Rushford, MN]9-Vol Chi | dr end ¢
set.

Drury, Davidd [Fountain, MN] Cheerleading uniform
belonging to Ora Mae Ashton, and Fountain Centennial
vest.

Gruno, Cheryl and Schmeckpeper, Daphned [White
Lake, WI] Photographs of 1928 Fillmore County Rural 8th
Grade Graduation Class.

Hovelson, Dickd [Preston, MN] Tiny Tailor sewing
machine.

Kidd, Genevad [Spring Valley, MN] Judith Kidd military
memorabilia.
Clare Manob

Reid, Josephd [St. Paul, MN] fi A
ck Flynn.

Booko by Patri

Scott, Marjoried [Chatfield, MN] Preston Blue Jays ladies
scarf.

Storelee, Norrind [Lanesboro, MN] Union Prairie Lutheran
Church photograph and history.

Wright, Ed & Charlotted [Preston, MN] First Aid plaster,
Red Owl coffee beans sack, ladies dress pattern, and
Mot her 6 s Magazme. Li f e

New Members

Welcome aboard to our new members! Thanks for

joining!

Al & Janet Austind [Harmony, MN]

Gift membership from Joyce Jacobson-Harmony, MN.

Jean McNamarad [Spring Valley, MN]

Sara Sturgisd [Chatfield, MN]

Bread Pudding

Soak half a pound or more of stale bread
overnight in cold water. Then beat up with a fork
until quite light. Now add to it an ounce of
brown sugar, two ounces of raisins, washed and
seeded, one ounce of candied orange peel, and a
good lump of dripping or butter. Beat up the
mixture thoroughly and sprinkle thickly on top
with brown sugar. Grease a bag thickly on top
and put in the mixture. Bake for 40 minutes.
Open the bag, slip out gently, dust with sifted
sugar, and serve with or without sauce.

Spring Valley Mercury Vidette 20 Sep 1912




Fillmore County Historical Somety
Elections 2009 /
Board of Directors & Officers
A partial changing of the guard will occur with the elections scheduled at
our Annual Membership Meeting on October 17, 2009. The directors and/or
officers of the Society whose term of office expires in October 2009 are as follows:

1. Edwin Wrightd President: First introduced as a candidate for a three-year term in the office of
Presidentof the Fill more Count y Hrecotsatthe 2086l AnnBad Meedny.y 6 s
He is eligible for another three-year term in the office of President.

2. Bernis Finked Secretary: Firstintroduced as a candidate for a three-year term in the office of
Secretary at the 2003 Annual Meeting, and was re-elected to a second three-year term in the office of
Secretary at the 2006 Annual Meeting held on October 28. Her position of Secretary will be open to
new candidates.

3. Arleen Amundsond First introduced as a candidate for a three-year term as director from District
#1 at the 2003 Annual Meeting, and was re-elected to a second three-year term as director from
District #1 at the 2006 Annual Meeting. Her position as director from District #1 will be open to new
candidates.

4. John Finked First introduced as a candidate for a three-year term as director from District #3 at
the 2003 Annual Meeting, and was re-elected to a second three-year term as director from District #3
at the 2006 Annual Meeting. His position as director from District #3 will be open to new candidates.

5. Jan Christophersond First introduced as a candidate for a three-year term as director from
District #3 at the 2003 Annual Meeting, and was re-elected to a second three-year term as director
from District #3 at the 2006 Annual Meeting. Her position as director from District # 3 will be open to
new candidates.

6. Jim Pickettd First introduced as a candidate for a three-year term as director from District #4 at
the 2003 Annual Meeting, and was re-elected to a second three-year term as director from District #4
at the 2006 Annual Meeting. His position as director from District #4 will be open to new candidates.

Any candidates who are interested in running as nominees for the above positions should
please contact the History Center to be included on the ballot.

Phone: 268-4449
E-mail: FCHC@mleaf.net




Our county takes its name from Millard Fillmore

(7 Jan 1800-8 Mar 1874) who served as the 13th President of the
United States. As vice-president, he assumed the executive office
upon the premature death of President Zachary Taylor on 9 Jul 1850.
He served out the remainder of Tay
nomination of the Whigs for President in the 1852 presidential
election.

Millard Fillmore was born in alog cabin in the Finger Lakes area of
New York State, just three weeks a
President, George Washington. His impoverished parents oftentimes
found themselves unable to feed their growing family. As ayoung
boy, Millard stole books with which he taught himself to read. When
ayoung man, he persisted and prevailed against severe hardships in
order to obtain an education while living in an area that was still
primarily frontier. Apprenticed at the age of fourteen to a cruel cloth
maker, he eventually achieved his goal of attending academy. Later
he began serving as a clerk for ajudge, under whose tutelage he
studied law. In 1834, he formed a law partnership that became of the
regi on6s most prestigious | aw firms.

During his presidency, Millard Fillmore presided over an era of
increased settlement across the western part of the United States.

On our home front, President Fillmore appointed Governor Alexander
Ramsey and Luke Lea as commissioners in the Spring of 1851 to
open negotiations with the Native American people for the purpose of
initiating settlement in what is today the greater portion of Minnesota.
The Minnesota Territorial Legislature approved the name of our
countyasi Fi | | moredo on 5 Mar 1853. Ju
Pierce had taken the oath of office as the next President.

Only two counties in the United States are namesakes of President
Fillmore. Besides our own, a county in southeast Nebraska,
organized in 1871, is named in his honor. Additionally, Utah doubly
honors Millard Fillmore: a county is named Millard, whose seat is a
city named Fillmore.

As president, Fillmore led Congress through the difficult passage of
the Compromise of 1850, which effectively delayed the Civil War for a
few years. He arranged the first land grants for railroad construction
that became crucial to the settlement of the West. A lesser known
legacy is that President Fillmore, a lifelong bookworm since his
childhood days of stealing books to read, discovered when he came
to office that the Presidential mansion was devoid of reading
material. Obtaining a special appropriation from Congress, books
wereorderedd t he first three of which we
atlas, and the Holy Bible. The books were given a place of honor in
the oval room and were the beginnings of a broad collection of
volumes that would become the White House library.

President Fillmore died after suffering a stroke while shaving at the
age of 74. He is buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo, New York.



